
Croatian unions win backing for retirement age 
referendum 

(14 May 2019) The three main Croatian trade union confederations are celebrating 
their success in getting 600,000 citizens to sign a petition calling for a referendum 
on pensions and retirement.

The confederations - SSSH, NHS and MHS - have been campaigning for some time 
to reverse legislation that introduced a new retirement age of 67. Having been 
ignored by the government the unions used their legal right to organise a petition to 
call for a referendum on the issue. The target of 373,568 signatures (10% of 
registered voters) was easily surpassed in a two-week campaign beginning on 27 
April. 

The government will be required to organise a referendum once the signatures 
have been checked and the Constitutional Court ruled on the legitimacy of the key 
union demands which include a return to a retirement age of 65.

In November last year, EPSU sent a message of protest to the Croatian prime 
minister and labour minister about legislation that was then going through 
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parliament to speed up the move to the retirement age of 67. EPSU also sent a 
message to the unions to support their referendum campaign.
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