
Latest on negotiations in health and public 
service

 Germany 

22 October saw public services union ver.di involved in two major negotiations. The 
third round of bargaining covering municipal and federal employees was underway 
with ver.di underlining the importance of a decent settlement in recognition of the 
work carried out by public service workers during the current pandemic. The union 
expects the employers to continue to stress the problems facing public finance and 
to push for a long-term deal with small pay increases. Ver.di mobilised through 
warning strikes and online action in the lead up to the negotiations. Meanwhile, 
negotiations covering 50000 employees of the German Red Cross got underway 
with ver.di calling for a 5.5% increase in a 12-month agreement with a minimum 
increase of EUR 150 a month. The union wants additional payments for emergency 
service staff and care workers and a 35% bonus for anyone working with COVID-19 
patients. Verdi is also calling for an end to the practice of working additional hours 
with no extra pay.
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