
European Commission withdraws Monti II 
regulation – time for the social progress clause

(17 September 2012) The European Commission announced it is withdrawing its 
proposal for the Monti II regulation, 12 September 2012. The parliaments of 12 
countries adopted reasoned opinions arguing the regulation violates the subsidiarity 
principle of the Treaty. In a letter to the President of the European Parliament the 
Commissioners responsible argued that while they disagree with the arguments 
raised against the regulation, they have understood that there is no political 
support in the Parliament and Council. The regulation would have restricted the 
right to strike to favour the economic freedoms of the European Union.

The EPSU Executive Committee adopted a statement Labour is not a commodity – 
Hands off the right to strike "The state of the union address of Commission 
President Barroso lacked the measures to strengthen Social Europe. EPSU wants a 
Europe for workers, their families and communities. Establishments, services and 
corporations do not have hearts that tick or kids to take care off" commented EPSU 
Deputy General Secretary.

"The ETUC proposal for a social progress protocol is way to ensure social rights have 
priority over economic freedoms."  

The Commission proposed the regulation on the exercise of the right to take 
collective action within the context of the freedom of establishment and the 
freedom to provide services COM 2012 (130) to address the problems posed by the 
Laval and Viking rulings of the European Court of Justice. These rulings put 
economic freedoms before social rights.

For more information see the EPSU Briefing
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