
TISA: another leak the same story

(9 June 2015) Last week the largest ever leak of negotiating documents from the 
controversial Trade in Services Agreement (TISA) showed the madness of secrecy 
and provided no assurance about the supposed protection of public services.

Seventeen separate secret documents were released including working papers and 
nine critical annexes on sensitive sectors such as financial services, postal services, 
maritime, domestic regulation, telecommunications, professional services, and 
labour migration.
This latest leaks highlight the cat and mouse game being played by the nations 
negotiating the TISA. A large part of the negotiations is now in the public eye yet 
there is still huge uncertainty about the actual consequences of the negotiations as 
understanding the full implications requires the whole text.

In the last months both the European Union and the United States of America have 
made broad statements about the protections afforded public services but these 
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leaks provide little support for that claim. In fact, the scope and nature of the 
proposed liberalisation suggested by these leaks heightens the concerns of trade 
unions.

Wikileaks released secret draft text from the Trades in Services Agreement. 
Fronting themselves as the ´Really Good Friends of Services,’ a group of 50 
countries—representing an estimated 70 per cent share of the world’s trade in 
services—are secretly negotiating the TISA.

The TISA will restrict a government’s right to regulate stronger standards in the 
public’s interest. For example, it will affect environmental regulations, licensing of 
health facilities and laboratories, waste disposal centres, power plants, school and 
university accreditation and broadcast licenses. The proposed deal will also restrict 
a government’s ability to regulate key sectors including financial, energy, 
telecommunications and cross-border data flows.
The TISA will specifically limit the ability of governments to regulate the financial 
services industry at exactly the time when the global economy is still recovering 
from a crisis caused by financial deregulation.

Log in to post comments

Printer-friendly version

Policies
Trade
Networks
Public Services

http://www.world-psi.org/en/psi-special-report-really-good-friends-transnational-corporations-agreement
https://www.epsu.org/user/login?destination=/article/tisa-another-leak-same-story#comment-form
https://www.epsu.org/entityprint/pdf/node/6584
https://www.epsu.org/policies/trade
https://www.epsu.org/networks/public-services

