Health and central government strikes continue
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The government has initiated pay talks with the RCN nursing union in England which has
suspended strike action for the time being. However, the government has not engaged with
other health unions that are currently involved in industrial action. Members of the UNISON
trade union across the ambulance service and other parts of the health service are taking

action on 8 March, including several workplaces where a re-ballot of members delivered the
required majority for strike action. Health workers have also been taking action in Northern
Ireland. Ambulance workers represented by the GMB union took strike action on 20 February
while members of Unite in Wales are planning two further days of action on 6 and 10 March and
the union’s membership in England has also been involved in action. The pressure on the
government will be further increased following the vote by junior doctors in the BMA trade union
to walk out on 13-15 March. The campaign of industrial action for higher pay in central
government that started at the end of last year continues to gain momentum with more
workplaces securing the necessary majority to take strike action. Along with targeted action, the
PCS organised a national strike on 1 March and the second day of national action should be
even bigger and set for 15 March when the government announces its budget. Members of the
Prospect trade union will also be on strike that day and will begin a campaign of action short of
a strike the following day. Meanwhile, strikes in further education and universities, involving non-
teaching staff represented by UNISON, Unite and GMB, have been called off to allow for further
negotiations.

epsucob
2023 March EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.5

® Printer-friendly version

Policies

Central government
Health

Strike



https://www.epsu.org/epsucob/2023-march-epsu-collective-bargaining-newsletter-no5/health-and-central-government-strikes
https://www.epsu.org/epsucob/2023-march-epsu-collective-bargaining-newsletter-no5/health-and-central-government-strikes
https://www.epsu.org/countries/uk
https://www.rcn.org.uk/news-and-events/news/uk-rcn-nursing-strikes-paused-during-talks-with-uk-government-210223
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/press-release/2023/02/nurses-paramedics-blood-collection-workers-and-other-nhs-staff-in-new-strike-over-pay-says-unison/
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/general-secretary/2023/02/blog-an-electric-atmosphere-at-northern-ireland-strikes/
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/general-secretary/2023/02/blog-an-electric-atmosphere-at-northern-ireland-strikes/
https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/more-11000-ambulance-workers-strike
https://www.unitetheunion.org/news-events/news/2023/february/unite-calls-two-further-days-of-strike-action-in-welsh-ambulance/
https://www.unitetheunion.org/news-events/news/2023/february/west-midlands-ambulance-workers-continue-strike-action-this-friday/
https://www.bma.org.uk/our-campaigns/junior-doctor-campaigns/pay/junior-doctors-strike-doctors-guide-to-industrial-action-2023
https://www.pcs.org.uk/news-events/news/hmrc-voa-members-massive-yes-vote-action
https://www.pcs.org.uk/news-events/news/hmrc-voa-members-massive-yes-vote-action
https://www.pcs.org.uk/news-events/news/33000-more-members-join-national-dispute
https://prospect.org.uk/news/prospect-members-in-the-civil-service-have-voted-overwhelmingly-in-favour-of-industrial-action
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/article/2023/02/he-strikes-called-off-as-talks-move-forward/
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/2023/02/university-strikes-called-off-as-pay-talks-are-set-to-continue/
https://www.epsu.org/epsucob/2023-march-epsu-collective-bargaining-newsletter-no5
https://www.epsu.org/entityprint/pdf/node/14769
https://www.epsu.org/policies/central-government
https://www.epsu.org/policies/health
https://www.epsu.org/policies/strike

