
Waste and cleansing workers take action 
 U.K. 

Waste and cleansing workers in Sheffield in North East England and Glasgow in Scotland have been 
involved in industrial action over pay. The dispute in Sheffield is over a below-inflation pay offer from the 
contractor Veolia and the GMB trade union has called all-out action in response to the employer’s use of 
agency staff to try to undermine the action. The strike in Glasgow was also over pay and the attempt by 
the council to use the courts to block the action. It was supported by other workers and activists 
attending the COP26 climate conference. Industrial action by the UNISON public service union had also 
been planned from 8 November but was suspended to allow time to consult members over a revised pay 
offer from local government employers. 
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