
ETUC affiliates back call for directive on minimum 
wages

 Europe 

ETUC Executive Committee members have voted by a large majority in support of 
the Confederation's submission to the European Commission's second stage 
consultation on fair minimum wages. In the submission, the ETUC calls for a 
directive that sets a minimum level for national minimum wages across Europe and 
introduces measures to strengthen and promote collective bargaining. The 
document also underlines the importance of not introducing any provisions that 
might undermine industrial relations systems where collective bargaining is strong 
and where social partners do not support the introduction of legal minimum wages. 
The vote was 85% in favour. The vote in the EPSU Executive Committee was also 
over 80% with 39 votes in favour, eight against and no abstentions. The ETUC has 
also released data showing how EU countries with the lowest levels of collective 
bargaining have the lowest pay levels.
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