
Unions call on government to act on safety 
equipment

 U.K. 

Seven trade union organisations have called on the government to urgently address 
the critical lack of personal protective equipment in health and social care. The 
unions also raise serious concerns about the threats of disciplinary action against 
workers who refuse to work in dangerous situations or who want to talk publicly 
about the lack of equipment. They want the government to work with the unions to 
tackle the crisis and to do this it needs to guarantee transparency on procurement, 
distribution, timescales and exactly how and when workers can expect to get the 
protection they need and deserve. Unions have also raised concerns that PPE 
supply to care homes is still inadequate following a government announcement that 
8 million items had been distributed to the sector. Unions have also approached the 
government to launch a coordinated effort to use more manufacturing capacity to 
produce PPE.
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