Unions strike over outsourcing

U.K.
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Members of the PCS civil service union are continuing their long-running campaign
for union recognition at the Interserve outsourcing company which provides
maintenance and cleaning services at the Foreign Office. Four further days of strike
action were planned for 7, 8, 11 and 12 November. Meanwhile members of the
UNISON public service union are planning two days of strike action at three
hospitals run by the Frimley Health NHS Foundation Trust. Around 1000 cleaners,
caterers, porters, security and estates staff are threatened with outsourcing as part
of a national trend in the health sector to set up wholly-owned subsidiaries. UNISON
is campaigning against the initiative.
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