Strikers defy hospital's anti-strike threats

= Germany

Over 200 staff at the Schildautal hospital in Seesen in Lower Saxony took strike
action on 4 October in defiance of threats from management that they would be
dismissed. The hospital is owned by Asklepios, the second biggest private hospital
group in Germany. The health union ver.di wants to negotiate a collective
agreement that would bring pay in line with the public sector. However, the
company not only refuses to negotiate but has threatened strikers with the sack
and promised bonuses to strike breakers. The recent ver.di congress sent a
message of solidarity to workers at the hospital.
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