Over a million public service workers get less
than living wage

U.K.
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A new analysis from the research organisation, the Living Wage Foundation, shows
that over one million public service workers are paid less than the living wage - GBP
9.00 (EUR 10.50) an hour outside London and GBP 10.55 (EUR 12.30) in London.
These figures are calculated by independent researchers and are higher than the
official minimum wage. Public service union UNISON says that recent pay deals in
health and local government have lifted minimum wage rates in collective
agreements above the living wage but many workers employed by private
contractors in care, catering and cleaning and other services are on lower rates.
UNISON members at Liverpool's Women's Hospital took strike action on 25 February
to secure higher pay while other contractors in the health service have committed
to increase rates. Members of PCS working for contractors at the Department of
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy have also been on strike for higher pay.
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