Turkish government arrests leaders of EPSU
affiliates - release them now!

d trade unionists
We call for immediate release

(27 November 2018) Early on Monday morning, 26 November, a number of trade
unionists were arrested in several cities across Turkey. Among them are leaders of
trade unions affiliated to EPSU and PSI - Gonul Erden, co-chair of the SES healthcare
union and from the TUM BEL-SEN municipal services trade union the general
secretary Yilmaz Yildirrmci and chair of the supervisory board, Yusuf Guler. The
arrests are linked to activities and meetings, demonstrations and protests that took
place in 2016. The government seeks to arbitrarily link this with terrorist activities.
Leaders of the HDP opposition party have also been arrested. There will be
municipal elections in the first half of 2019 and the action appears to be aimed at
intimidating those speaking out against the Turkish government and its policies.
The worsening economic situation is having a huge impact on working people and
with its actions the government is trying to prevent social opposition to their polices
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The protests and other actions that took place in 2016 were and are legal. The
rights to freedom of expression, freedom of association and freedom of organisation
are laid down in Turkish, European and international law and the Turkish
government should respect these. These rights include the freedom for peaceful
protests and actions. EPSU demands that the trade unionists are immediately
released in the absence of clear charges brought against them. We have written to
the European Union institutions to intervene and prevent torture and maltreatment.
We will continue to monitor and follow up.

Information is still scare. Please note the press release of KESK, the public sector
workers confederation.

For further background material

Turk hukumeti EPSU uyesi sendikalarin yoneticilerini gozaltina aldi-
arkadaslarimizi hemen serbest birakin!

(27 Kasim 2018) 26 Kasim sabah erken saatlerde Turkiye’'nin cesitli kentlerinde bazi
sendikacilar gbzaltina alinid. Aralarinda EPSU ve PSI Uyesi sendikalarin yoneticileri
SES Es Genel Baskani GoénUil Erden, TUM BEL-SEN Genel Sekreteri Yilmaz Yildirimci
ve ayni sendikanin Denetleme Kurulu baskani Yusuf Guler de bulunuyor. Goézaltilar
2016'da gerceklestirilen faaliyetler, toplantilar, gésteriler ve protestolarla
iliskilendiriliyor. HikUmet bu faaliyetleri keyfi bir sekilde terorizmle iliskilendirmeye
cabaliyor. Muhalefet partisi HPD'nin yoneticileri de g6zaltina alinmis durumda.
2019’un ilk yarisinda yerel secimler gerceklestirilecek ve gérintse goére bu gdzalti
Tuark hukUmetini ve politikalarini elestirenleri korkutmayi hedefliyor. Kétulesen
ekonomik durumda emekgiler Uzerinde buyuk bir etki yapiyor ve hukumet
yaptiklariyla politikalarina yonelik toplumsal muhalefeti 6nlemeye calisiyor.

2016’daki protestolar ve diger eylemler yasaldi ve hala yasal. ifade 6zgUrltgu,
orgutlenme 6zgurligu ve gosteri hakki Turk, Avrupa ve Uluslar arasi hukukta yer
aliyor ve Turk huktUmeti bunlara riayet etmeli. Bu haklar bariscil gosteri ve
etkinlikleri de icerir. EPSU sendikacilara yonelik net suclamalar olmadigindan derhal
serbest birakilmalarini talep eder. Mudahil olmalari ve iskence, kétu muameleyi
Onlemesi icin Avrupa Birligi kurumlarina yazdik. Sireci izleyip, takipcisi olacagiz.
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Mevcut bilgiler hala sinirli. Konuya iliskin KESK’in aciklamasini da okuyabilirsiniz.
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