
Unions counter 12-hour day with call for four-day 
week

 Austria 

The head of the GPA-djp services union and president of the ÖGB trade union 
confederation, Wolfgang Katzian, has called for the right to negotiate a four-day 
week in a challenge to the government's recent legislation to allow a 12-hour 
working day. Many collective agreements already allow the possibility to work a 
four-day week although this has rarely been implemented in practice. In advance of 
the autumn bargaining round, there will be a national conference for negotiators on 
18 September to discuss working time and the prospect of bargaining around a four-
day week or other initiatives to reduce working time such as six weeks of annual 
leave.
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