
Union calls for action on staff suicides and 
violence in prisons

 Italy 

The FP CGIL public services federation is calling for urgent action to tackle 
increasing violence against staff as well as staff suicides in the prison service. Thirty-
five staff have committed suicide over the last five years with 2250 violent incidents 
recorded over the same period. The increase in violence is reflected in the number 
of incidents rising from 344 in 2013 to 590 in 2017. The union has criticised the 
prison service management for failing to engage to tackle the issue with its sole 
main response being to establish a helpline for staff. The union wants to see a 
range of measures taken including an increase in staff, improved surveillance 
technology and initiatives to provide inmates with suitable activities to assist in 
their rehabilitation.
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