Widespread support for unions facing lockout

i= Denmark

Many public service unions from across Europe have sent solidarity messages to
their colleagues in Denmark for their mass meeting today (22 March). All public
service unions have mobilised to bring together an estimated 10000 workplace
representatives to discuss their tactics in the current industrial dispute. With
negotiations stalled the unions had planned to organise tartgeted strike action in
April, should current attempts at mediation fail. In response, the employers have
threatened a massive lockout. While the unions had planned to involve around 10%
of workers in the action, the employers said they would lock out 90% of state
workers and half of all municipal workers. The unions are concerned that the
employers are trying to escalate the dispute in order to force the government to
intervene, a move that would undermine the whole basis of the Danish collective
bargaining system.
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