Union welcomes childcare increase but highlights

challenges

= Netherlands

The FNV trade union has welcomed new data showing an increase of 56000 in the
number of children benefitting from childcare places. The union says this good news
has to be weighed against the main challenges facing the sector with many workers
on precarious contracts, with variable hours and often facing high workloads. The
union plans to raise the issues in the upcoming negotiations over a new collective
agreement. The current agreement covers 80000 workers and expires in January.
Negotiations are due to begin in November.
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