
Survey finds average collectively agreed working 
week is 37.7 hours

 Germany 

The trade union-linked WSI research organisation says that the latest figures 
indicate 37.7 hours as the average for the collectively agreed working week, with a 
higher average in the East (38.7) compared to the West (37.6). Across industries 
the working week varies from 34 to 40 hours with around a fifth of all workers 
covered by a collective agreement on a 35-hour week. The WSI notes that after a 
wave of agreements on shorter working hours in the 1980s and 1990s, there has 
been very little change. In the early 2000s a small number of agreements, including 
the public sector, experienced an increase in the working week.
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