Northern Irish health workers suspend action to
ballot over offer
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Industrial action by health workers in Northern Ireland (see EPSU Collective
Bargaining News December 2019, 23 and 24) has been suspended as unions
consult on a pay offer and initiative to deliver safe staffing. Both UNISON and Unite
will recommend to their members to accept the offer which they say will deliver pay
parity with the rest of the UK and provide funding to achieve safe staffing levels. It
is not yet clear if the RCN will recommend acceptance. The fourth union in the
dispute, NIPSA, will recommend to its members to reject the offer while also calling
out its civil service membership on a strike over pay on 24 January.
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