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JOINT DECLARATION 

by  

the EU-TURKEY JOINT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE, 

meeting in Ankara on 5 and 6 December 2016 
 

******** 

 

 

1. The EU-Turkey Joint Consultative Committee (JCC) is a body that brings together 

representatives of organised civil society from the EU and Turkey. It complements the other 

bodies set up within the framework of the Association Agreement between the EU and Turkey 

and enables civil society organisations from both sides to monitor the accession negotiations 

and initiate debates on issues of common interest. Its members come from various economic 

and social interest groups. 

 

2. The JCC firmly condemns the attempt to seize power through military means and attacks on the 

democratically elected government and constitutional order witnessed in Turkey on 15 July 

2016 and expresses deepest condolences for the lives lost defending democratic values and 

solidarity with Turkish society. JCC members are deeply concerned about the attacks carried out 

by terrorist groups. They express their sympathy with the victims, and strongly condemn these 

attacks on Turkish and EU citizens and on the values of democracy and humanity. However, the 

JCC stresses that the right to fair trial and due process should be respected and that all measures 

taken should further strengthen democracy, civil rights and social cohesion, respecting universal 

fundamental rights, the independence of the judiciary and the rule of law. 

 

3. Turkey is a member of the Council of Europe since 1950 and has the responsibility to meet its 

obligations under the European Convention on Human Rights. The JCC strongly hopes that the 

state of emergency is lifted as soon as possible because it affects the Turkish people and civil 

society.  

 

4. The JCC stresses the importance of maintaining the dialogue between Turkish and EU civil 

society organisations and reiterates its commitment to continue long-term cooperation, and 

underlines that civil society organisations can only function in an atmosphere of respect for civil 

liberties. 

 

The state of play of EU-Turkey relations 

 

5. The JCC welcomes the opening of the negotiation Chapters 17 (Economic and monetary policy) 

and Chapter 33 (Financial and budgetary provisions). The JCC members also welcome the 

recommendation to move forward with Chapters 23 (Judiciary and fundamental rights) and 24 

(Justice, freedom and security) and call for the opening of these two chapters. In line with 
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Chapters 23 and 24, JCC members once again highlight the attention the EU-Turkey dialogue 

needs to give to the effective implementation of basic rights and freedoms based on: 

 

 rule of law and the independence of judiciary; 

 freedom of expression without fear of individual discrimination or punishment; 

 media freedom that promotes diversity; 

 freedom of association and assembly; 

 women's rights and gender equality; 

 trade union rights; 

 rights of minorities, including sexual, religious or cultural groups; 

 consumer rights. 

 

6. The JCC members welcome the further improvement of bilateral relations through cooperation 

initiatives. The JCC encourages all parties to actively support ongoing negotiations on a fair, 

comprehensive and viable settlement of the Cyprus issue within the UN framework. The JCC 

asks the Turkish government to fully implement the Ankara Protocol and thereby facilitate the 

opening of additional chapters on which negotiations were suspended. The JCC also takes note 

of the decision of the Council of the European Union of 22 January 2007 regarding the 

economic development of the Turkish Cypriot Community. 

 

EU-Turkey cooperation in the refugee crises, from a civil society point of view  

 

7. The JCC members once again draw attention to the difficulties faced by Turkey and EU 

Member States, in particular those bordering the Mediterranean Sea, as regards migration and 

asylum policy. The JCC commends the Turkish government and Turkish citizens for the 

substantial efforts they are undertaking in hosting a large number of Syrians seeking protection. 

Turkey already hosts the 3 million refugees which is one of the largest refugee populations in 

the world. 

 

8. JCC members stress that improving integration policies for all persons seeking protection who 

have applied for legal protection in Turkey relies on ensuring labour-market access. The JCC 

therefore welcomes the adoption of legislation on work permits for foreigners under temporary 

protection, people applying for international protection and those who are granted international 

protection status. The JCC acknowledges the work done by international organisations like 

UNHCR and ILO as well as by Turkish civil society organisations. 

 

9. The JCC encourages the extension of access to legal aid to all persons in need of legal 

protection including those detained in removal centres. The status of "satellite cities" should be 

re-examined with a view to eliminating any restriction on the right of movement and promoting 

flexibility in the search for employment. 

 

10. JCC members recommend that effective measures and policies continue to be implemented to 

improve children's rights, to ensure their right to education and prevent child labour. 
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11. The JCC stresses that the EU should continue to work closely together with the Turkish 

authorities to ensure the appropriate deployment of the available funds and arrive at an optimum 

allocation of these funds between capacity-building projects and humanitarian aid work, taking 

into account the effectiveness of CSOs in the field of humanitarian work and the real needs of 

persons seeking protection. 

 

Progress in implementing the roadmap for visa liberalisation  

 

12. JCC members reiterate their support for the visa liberalisation dialogue launched in 

December 2013 to progress towards the elimination of the visa obligation currently imposed on 

Turkish citizens travelling to the Schengen area for a short term stay. JCC members also take 

note of the important role that visa liberalisation could play in building trust between Turkey 

and the EU and its Member States, and therefore ask both the Turkish government and the 

European Commission to fully cooperate in fulfilling the few remaining benchmarks of the visa 

liberalisation Roadmap.  

 

13. JCC members particularly stress the importance of the ratification and entry into force of the 

EU-Turkey readmission agreement, including for third country nationals. A good relationship 

between Turkey and EU Member States facilitates the visa liberalisation process. 

 

14. JCC members ask the European Commission to provide for targeted financial and technical 

assistance to support legal reform and the development of administrative capacity, which will 

allow Turkey to deliver on the implementation of the necessary reforms identified in the 

Roadmap. 

 

Economic and social situation and investment climate in Turkey 

 

15. The members of the JCC expressed their concern about the slowing down in the pace of 

economic growth in Turkey and the fall in direct foreign investment due to political and 

economic developments. The JCC points out that the political developments and geopolitical 

tensions in the neighbourhood in the 2013-2016 period have adversely affected the economy, 

with an especially dramatic fall in the tourism sector. The current account deficit and currency 

and market fluctuations have also discouraged and weakened investment inflows.  

 

16. The JCC considers that Turkey and EU remain very important partners and that the will exists to 

increase levels of cooperation, provided that compliance with the fundamental European values 

and the principles of democracy, the rule of law and human rights is ensured at all times. The 

events after the failed coup d'état of 15 July have given rise to a unique and highly exceptional 

political, economic and social situation in Turkey, which is in a state of constant flux and comes 

on top of the already tense situation in the region. Deterioration in the business environment and 

the slowdown in the implementation of structural reforms is a source of major concern for 

members of the JCC. 

 

17. The JCC acknowledges the establishment of a high level economic dialogue between the EU 

and Turkey, which brings together representatives from the Turkish government and the 

European Commission, including representatives of major business organisations from both 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-is-new/news/news/2013/20131216_01_en.htm
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sides, to further enhance economic relations, promote sound industrial relations, create a better 

business environment and deeper bilateral trade and investment links. 

 

18. The JCC agrees that measures and policies should be implemented to promote fundamental 

labour rights and decent work, and to facilitate the transition from the informal to the formal 

economy, thus increasing the tax base for governments and fair competition among enterprises. 

The JCC acknowledges the opportunities that fair trade and corporate social responsibility offer 

to EU and Turkish businesses. 

 

19. The JCC stresses that it is in the interests of both parties to move decisively and irreversibly 

towards a pluralist, peaceful society in which all ideas, except for incitement to violence, may 

be freely expressed, where freedom of expression and of association, including the right to 

demonstrate in public and to take part in strikes, according to national laws, are important 

principles, and where all the components of civil society, including minorities of every kind, 

may exist and speak out without fear. 

 

Progress in the redefinition of the EU-Turkey Customs Union (CU) and in the negotiations of 

the EU-USA Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) 

 

20. JCC members stress the positive impact of the CU since it entered into force in 1995, with 

bilateral trade between the EU and Turkey tripling. They also recognise that the CU has allowed 

Turkey to achieve a certain degree of legislative alignment with EU legislation and led Turkey 

to adopt key EU standards and regulations for goods, helping Turkey on its path towards smooth 

integration into the global economy. 

 

21. However, the JCC supports the idea that the CU should be modernised and deepened. It 

welcomes the modernisation of the Customs Union Agreement and the recommendations of the 

EU-Turkey Senior Level Working Group that the enhancement of the bilateral trade relations 

should cover additional economic sectors as well as a sustainability chapter.  

 

22. The JCC also notes that the CU poses difficulties for Turkey when the EU is implementing free 

trade agreements with third countries. The JCC highlights the issue of Turkey being excluded 

from preferences granted by EU FTA partners, whilst those partners could reach the Turkish 

market at preferential conditions. JCC members recognise that the TTIP is for that reason 

raising concern among the authorities and the business community in Turkey, as do other major 

current EU FTA negotiations, including those with Canada and Japan. However, they highlight 

that the updating of the CU will allow action to be taken to limit that risk.  

 

23. The JCC highlights the recommendations of the World Bank from 2014 on visas for the Turkish 

business community, transport quotas on Turkish industrial products and the lack of formalised 

structures for appropriate consultations with Turkey and expects these topics to be considered 

within the Customs Union modernisation talks.  

 

24. The JCC believes that any type of trade agreement between the EU and Turkey will have to 

include effective consultation and inclusion of the social partners (employers and employees) 

and other civil society organisations at both the negotiating and implementation stages. In this 
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sense, the JCC expresses its readiness to play this consultative role in its capacity as a joint civil 

society body within EU-Turkey relations. 

 

Next JCC meeting 

 

25. The 36th meeting of the JCC should take place in the EU in the first half of 2017.  

 

This declaration has been sent to the Turkish authorities, the EU institutions, representatives of 

Turkish and EU civil society organisations and the media. EU-Turkey JCC working documents 

and any further information can be obtained by contacting the secretariats: Mustafa Bayburtlu, 

Head of the EU Department, Turkish Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges (TOBB) 

(Tel.: 00.90.312.218.23.80; email: mustafa.bayburtlu@tobb.org.tr) and David Hoić, 

Administrator, Section for External Relations, European Economic and Social Committee (Tel.: 

00.32.2-546.90.69; email: david.hoic@eesc.europa.eu ). 

More information is available at: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.eu-turkey-jcc 

 

_____________ 
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