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Inequality is one of the biggest challenges faced by the European trade union movement as 

well as the member states in our times. Inequality is shaping the society in a way we, the 

Public Services Trade Unions never can accept. 

Inequality in Europe is increasing and the gaps between member states and citizens in 

Europe are growing. Inequality decreased between countries but increased within them. 

Inequality opens for alienation and xenophobia. Growing inequality is evitable with political 

choices. The trade unions work for a society that benefits all including the most vulnerable 

in society.  

Inequality and social vulnerability are inherited for generations. We see a Europe where life 

expectancy is clearly linked to the social and economic conditions, where high income 

families have a significant longer life expectancy. Inequality starts already before the baby is 

borne. It´s our responsibility to turn this around and stop the negative development. 

We are an important counterpart to the racist parties that grows in Europe and that aims to 

split and divide the trade unions. These nationalistic parties are not only racist but also anti-

feminist. Trade Unions need to stand together and work for a future that benefits all. 

The Public Services Trade Union Movement will never accept discrimination, inequality or 

Xenophobia in the work places nor in Society. We will: 

- take the fight for Human Rights, in politics, civil life, at the workplace and within the 

trade union movement.  

- continue to push the politicians in the right direction to enforce gender equality 

including relevant legislation.  

- defend the worker and their rights to a reasonable living wage and end economic 

exclusion.  

- strengthen the democratic welfare society where all citizens have the same 

opportunities to a long and healthy work life.  
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1 Europe: EPSU-European Public Services Unions, UK: Unison, France: CFDT, Germany: 

Ver.di, Austria: Yo Union, Ukraine: SEUU,  

Sweden: Kommunal, ST, Vårdförbundet, Akademikerförbundet SSR, Seko and Vision 


