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Socialists and 
Democrats/ Party 

of European 
Socialists 

Trade Services/ Liberalisation Comments 

Towards a New 
Europe PES 
Manifesto  

“All trade agreements, including the one currently under 
negotiation with the United States, must be bound to the 
protection of people’s human and social rights, decent 
work, environmental standards, culture as well as 
corporate social responsibility and fair trade.” (point 1)  

----------- The words “Public services” 
do not appear in this 
document. Little solid 
commitments.  

Our Alternative 
Vision for Europe. 
The First 100 Days. 
(S&D) 

“Future trade agreements should be tailored to an 
industrial strategy based on fair competition and 
sustainable development. Trade deals should set high 
social, corporate and environmental standards, including 
protection against social dumping and respect for the 
fundamental rights of workers, as set out by the 
International Labour Organisation.” (p. 15) 
 
“We will also insist that all international agreements – in 
particular the proposed EU-US trade agreement 
– should include a data protection clause guaranteeing the 
security of personal data, just as the EU 
currently insists on human rights clauses.” (p. 28) 

General criticisms of cuts in 
Public services but little concrete 
(see pages 4. 8 & 11.) 

 

Our  Alternative 
Vision for a 
Progressive Europe 
in the World 
(S&D) 

“We realised the dangers ACTA posed and the very 
real ways this could have changed the way we use the 
internet, potentially framing ordinary internet users as 
criminals for innocently sharing a few files. We did not 
want internet companies to police the internet and 
criminally prosecute innocent users, and therefore we led 
the way in rejecting this agreement.” (p. 6) 
 
Promoting Trade Union rights through trade deals, specific 

---------- Whole page on TTIP and 
specific commitment to 
oppose ISDS in TTIP but no 
mention of CETA or TiSA.  

http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/partyofeuropeansocialists/pages/1/attachments/original/1397230958/110001306_PES_Manifesto_UK.pdf?1397230958
http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/partyofeuropeansocialists/pages/1/attachments/original/1397230958/110001306_PES_Manifesto_UK.pdf?1397230958
http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/partyofeuropeansocialists/pages/1/attachments/original/1397230958/110001306_PES_Manifesto_UK.pdf?1397230958
http://socialistsanddemocrats.eu/sites/default/files/brochure_SD_alternative_vision_en_131028_web.pdf
http://socialistsanddemocrats.eu/sites/default/files/brochure_SD_alternative_vision_en_131028_web.pdf
http://socialistsanddemocrats.eu/sites/default/files/brochure_SD_alternative_vision_en_131028_web.pdf
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/sites/default/files/GLOBAL%20CHALLENGES_EN_final.pdf
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/sites/default/files/GLOBAL%20CHALLENGES_EN_final.pdf
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/sites/default/files/GLOBAL%20CHALLENGES_EN_final.pdf
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/sites/default/files/GLOBAL%20CHALLENGES_EN_final.pdf
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mention of Colombia. (p.14) 
 
“we fully support talks to boost and open up trade between 
the EU and the US.” (p. 18) 
 
“the S&D Group is in a leading position to influence these 
talks and give the final say… Before we approve any deal 
we want to make sure that it protects the environment and 
human health – especially on genetically modified food 
and the use of hormones and does not jeopardise our 
high-quality public services.” (p. 18) 
 
“We therefore oppose 
proposed investment rules for firms and the so-called 
‘investor-state dispute settlement mechanism’. We have 
grave concerns that this could give big firms too much 
power to block EU policies they do not like – such as new 
environmental or health legislation – and it could tie the 
hands of EU member states and open the gates for 
multinationals and investors to sue EU countries. A similar 
arrangement in Australia allowed a tobacco giant to sue 
the government over plain-packaging rules for cigarettes, 
introduced in the interests of public health. We want to 
see any legal challenges to EU policies addressed 
transparently through our existing, reliable legal systems.” 
(p. 19) 

Europe Back to 
Work Ebook (S&D) 

“Strict and binding labour, environmental and human rights 
clauses.  

on unfair trading practices, such as export 
dumping, export subsidies and currency manipulation. 

 impact on 

General comments about the 
importance of public services and 
“the social economy sector” for 
the economy (p. 9.) 
“We know that the sectors with 

Note that they refer to social 
services, domestic care, 
education etc. as growth 
sectors. See page 23. 

http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/sites/default/files/SD_EUROPE%20BACK%20TO%20WORK%20BROCHURE_EN_140403.pdf
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/sites/default/files/SD_EUROPE%20BACK%20TO%20WORK%20BROCHURE_EN_140403.pdf
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jobs, growth, the environment and social standards.” (p. 
26) 
 
“The S&Ds support the EU-US negotiations on a 
transatlantic trade agreement… while rejecting the 
proposal to give companies the power to sue governments 
if policies affect their business interests.” (p.26) 
 

the fastest growth and job 
creation potential are health, 
social services, domestic care 
and education, which reflects the 
changing nature of our society.”  
(p. 23) 

European People’s 
Party (EPP) 

Trade Services/ Liberalisation Comments 

Why Vote for the 
European People’s 
Party? EPP 
Manifesto 

“EPP welcomes the trade negotiations with the US, as 
long as the agreement protects Europe’s high standards, 
and that important elements of our European identity are 
safeguarded.” (p. 17) 

No mention of ‘public services’ at 
all.  
Services only mentioned in 
reference to creating a single 
market for “digital services.” (p. 
13) 

“EPP will champion an EU 
energy market” (p. 8) may be 
of interest in terms of PUt?   

EPP Action 
Programme 2014-
2019 

“A Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) 
should be the first step towards a transatlantic free market, 
which should evolve to include also Latin American 
countries in the future… However, the negotiations on the 
TTIP must take into account the importance of 
safeguarding important elements of the EU’s identity and 
protect high standards.” (pp. 34-35) 

“The implementation of the 
Services Directive is therefore an 
urgent priority” (p. 18) 

 

ALDE Trade Services/ Liberalisation  Comments 

Manifesto - A Future 
that Works 

“We will work for an EU-US free trade agreement that 
could boost the European economy by over 100 billion 
euros annually. We will also strive for free trade 
agreements with other major economic regions.” (p.2) 

“We will prioritise the completion 
and expansion of the single 
market, not 
least in services, identify and 
créate new opportunities for 
economic growth and greater 
innovation, and boost the EU’s 

 

http://dublin2014.epp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/EPP-Manifesto-final.pdf
http://dublin2014.epp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/EPP-Manifesto-final.pdf
http://dublin2014.epp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/EPP-Manifesto-final.pdf
http://dublin2014.epp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/EPP-Manifesto-final.pdf
http://dublin2014.epp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Action-programme-with-cover-EN.pdf
http://dublin2014.epp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Action-programme-with-cover-EN.pdf
http://dublin2014.epp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Action-programme-with-cover-EN.pdf
http://www.aldeparty.eu/sites/eldr/files/news/10204/2014_alde_party_manifesto.pdf
http://www.aldeparty.eu/sites/eldr/files/news/10204/2014_alde_party_manifesto.pdf
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competitiveness.” (p. 2) 

Greens Trade 
 

Services/ Liberalisation Comments 

Change Europe, 
Vote Green 

“Contest the lack of transparency” in the TTIP 
negotiations. 
We oppose biotech and toxic financial products marketed 
in the US being automatically approved in for the EU… 
We refuse, through the inclusion of international investor-
state dispute settlement in trade agreements, to allow 
private companies to sue democratically elect 
governments in order to protect corporate interests… We 
mobilise against any trade agreement that does not 
honour these principles and therefore we oppose TTIP in 
its current form.” (p. 31) 

------- Only mentions public 
services once, and then only 
in relation to age 
discrimination (p. 15). 

Gauche unie 
européenne/ 

Nordic Green Left 

Trade Services/ Liberalisation Comments 

EU 2014 Website Opposition to TTIP “The GUE/NGL is against the 
Services Directive because its 
core is underpinned by EU liberal 
market freedoms whereby the 
idea of freedom for companies is 
prioritised over trade union or 
social freedoms.” (Employment 
and Workers’ right section) 

No manifesto as yet. See 
website, although some 
information seems not to 
have been updated. 

 

http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/manifesto%20final%2015%3A04%20interactive%20page%201.pdf
http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/manifesto%20final%2015%3A04%20interactive%20page%201.pdf
http://www.guengl.eu/eu-2014

