
PUBLIC SERVICE WORKERS UNITED AGAINST 
OVERCROWDED PRISONS

In the EU 25, in 2004-2005 the total of pre-trial detainees was 131,502 compared to 
133,503 in 2002. (Commission's data, 2006, impact assessment for a Decision on 
European supervision of pre-trial detention). However, between 1999 and 2004-
2005, there has been an increase of pre-trial detention in the following 13 EU 
countries: Austria; Belgium; Denmark; Finland; Greece; Ireland; Luxembourg; 
Netherlands; Spain; Sweden; UK (England and Wales,); Slovakia and Slovenia. 
Decreases are to be found in the Czech Rep, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Portugal and 
Italy.

Average length of pre-trial detention in Member States of the EU

Sources: Replies to EPEC questionnaire, replies to 2003 Commission's questionnaire, Revised analysis of questionnaire on the 
law and practice of the Member States regarding remand in custody. Report by Jeremy McBride, Co. The information on the 
length of pre-trial detention was sought for all the 25 Member States; however, it was possible to obtain such information only 
for 19 countries.

There are about 300 000 people employed by prison authorities in EPSU 
geographical constituencies (EU 27+ Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Iceland, 
Macedonia, Montenegro, Norway, Serbia, Switzerland, Turkey).
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