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Dear friends,

I am delighted to be able to speak to you at this seminar. When we set

out to design this campaign for an EU law for public services, we had an

ideal image of the type of event that we wanted to be held in each

member state. We wanted something that would address the EU

developments, that would go into the detail of the issue, that would put it

in a national context, and most important that would interest the widest

possible number of people. Happily I am able to report that this event is

that ideal. Congratulations should go to STAL, STE, SINTAP and

SINDEL for committing to this campaign in such a coordinated way - to

Francisco, Bettencourt, Jorge and Vitor for the strategic clarity that they

have shown.

The courage to act together on this issue is greatly appreciated by the

European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU), and we will use

this event as an example to our affiliates throughout Europe to show

what can be achieved through cooperation.

Today I want to talk about three things:

Why we are holding a campaign;

the allies we have at EU level;

and what we hope to have achieved by the end of 2007.



2

Why are we holding a campaign?

¥ Europe must mean more to citizens than a market.

¥ Quality public services are key to meeting citizenÕs fundamental rights.

¥ Universality, continuity, affordability and democratic control are

important principles for public services.

¥ EU competition must not undermine solidarity.

¥ A European framework law should safeguard the rights of national,

regional and local authorities to meet citizenÕs needs.

I would like to talk to you about developments in the European Union. I

speak to you at a time when there are serious question marks about the

EUÕs commitment to social Europe.

In September, the European Parliament gave its opinion on the

Commission opinion (white paper) on public services. This report, voted

through on 28 September, was all things to all men. By that I mean that it

was possible to positively or negatively view the reportÕs contents,

irrespective of the political glasses worn. Did it mean more market

involvement for public services? More European influence? Did it

endorse the idea of a legal framework for public services? Did it give

responsibility for public services to the national level?

Perhaps just as significant as the report, was the address given by the

President of the European Commission during the plenary debate on this

issue. During this debate the President pledged that yet another opinion

on public services would be published before the end of the year. This

tactic by the Commission is an old one and is designed to drag out the
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process, to delay having to launch any concrete definition, to allow public

services to be slowly eroded by European Court of Justice rulings and by

gradual extension of the services directive. We call this ÔStalling and then

CrawlingÕ. It is a kind of legislative abdication of responsibilities.

Quite honestly, if our campaign succeeds only in bringing wide attention

to this cynical ploy by the Commission, we will have had a significant

success.

Even if we take only this month, there have been hugely significant

developments, which illustrate what is at stake.

The services directive or Bolkestein Directive was voted through the

European Parliament the week before last. This proposal is probably one

of the most significant single pieces of EU legislation. The final agreed

version, as voted through by the MEPs is less threatening than the

original proposal by the European Commission. One of our joint

successes in the European trade union movement was the removal of

health services from the scope of the directive.

The original proposal included health services and other essential

services. Unfortunately there are still many public services that are at risk

of being adversely effected by this Directive. Question marks still exist

over the impact on water, on social services, energy, and of course on

national administrations, who will be responsible for the implementation

of the directive. However, the clearest sign that the services directive is

not the end of the story can be seen in the Parliament where, last

Wednesday, the MEPs were debating what the exclusion of health
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services from the Bolkestein directive means. And debating what action

for health services at EU level should be taken.

EPSU is adamant that we not just sit on the sidelines and criticise. It is

for this reason that we have launched a European Wide campaign on

public services. The aim of the campaign is to secure an EU law that

defines public services as a counterweight to, and not subject to, the

internal market. As a reflection of the core values of the European

project.

We along with our allies, realise that we must have a positive, well

thought out proposal.

Our allies and sympathisers are many and varied and include the Party

of the European Socialists, the Public Service Employers, the European

Cities organisation, the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC)

and the European Green Party.

I am proud to say that the European Trade Union Confederation has

agreed to put public services at heart of its agenda. The ETUC has

launched a campaign to secure over one million signatures calling for an

EU law which protects and promotes all public services. EPSU is at the

forefront of this campaign and we have full confidence that you will play

your part in ensuring that we reach our target.

I am delighted to see that Mr. Hasse-Ferreira MEP is here today. He has

been a strong supporter of EPSUÕs work and is currently leading the

ParliamentÕs response to the Commissions definition of social services.
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EPSU is gratified to see that the draft report already has some key

principles of our campaign, at the heart of the text.

The Party of European Socialists has, to use the old expression, put its

money where its mouth is. Over the course of 2005 it brought together

experts to design a draft EU law on public services. The key political

point of this exercise was simply to prove that such a draft could be

produced, thus collapsing one of the Commissions arguments that it was

Ôtoo difficultÕ. Our job now is to coordinate, with PES, but also with the

European Greens and the Left Parties, to ensure that there is national

awareness.

Indeed, the entire success of this campaign depends, and will be based

on action taken in the member states. So far we have had over 20

separate events throughout the EU bring national attention to our

demands.

This event, however, truly provides the model to follow.  And the events

should not be a one off. They should build momentum. The debate truly

is about what kind of hospitals, water services, elderly care, energy

security, local support do we want. It is your role to give that local context

and local energy.

Next week in Brussels, we will have a conference which marks the mid

term point of the campaign. We will reaffirm our European alliances and

present legal analysis that clearly maps a route for legislative action, and

political data, which shows the clear edge that public services have over

the private sector. This information will be then rapidly distributed.
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By our next conference in June 2007, I am confident that we will have

staged events in all 25, then 27 member states. We will have compiled

reports that back up our case. We will have made a clear connection with

citizens that the kind of Europe they want is one that reflects their

concerns. An EU that actively celebrates the value and the worth of good

schools, hospitals, secure energy supply, social services and other

essential services. And we will have sent a message to the European

Commission that it is a political obligation that they propose a concrete

legal text that provides the foundation for the promotion of essential

services.

EPSU is fully confident that, with our collective strength, we can

persuade the EU to take our issues seriously. I thank you again for this

invitation to speak and I congratulate you for the role that you are playing

in promoting our shared agenda of Garantir Servicos Publicos de

Qualidade para todos  quality public services Ð quality of life.


